
 

John T. Pirie Fine Arts & Academic Center 

650 E. 85th St. Chicago, IL 60619 

Pirie Panthers’ Newsletter 
February 2019 

Senalda R. Grady, Principal   Qiana Carr, LSC Chairperson              Marlena Jamieson, P.A.C. Chairperson     
 

 

    
 

Dear Parents,  

      I would first like to say “Thank You” to all 

parents who sent their children to school during 

the winter storm and cold weather days! We 

hope to have a better month of attendance for 

this month. Our staff has planned some 

wonderful classroom and school wide incentives 

for the month of February and we would love to 

have all of our students participate!   

     We have completed the first 20 weeks of 

school and we have started 3rd Quarter last 

week.   Our 2nd-6th Grade students have 

completed the mid-year NWEA Reading and 

Math assessments and our K-1 students 

completed their MOY Reading assessments.  

Our goal for January was to show growth for all 

our students in the areas of Reading and Math 

in order to help our students get closer to their 

end of the year goals.  Teachers will share all 

data with parents this month.  Please continue 

encouraging your child to do their best and 

praise him/her on the accomplishments they 

have achieved thus far. 

     With your continuous support, I know we 

can “Move our students forward!   
 

Senalda R. Grady, Principal 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Dates to Remember 
 

Tuesday, February 12, 2019 

Report Cards will be sent home with all 

students today. 

 
Thursday, February 14, 2019 

Students may wear Red or Pink for Valentine’s 

Day. This will be an out of uniform day. 

 
Friday, February 15, 2019 

P.A.C. meeting in Rm. 204 at 9:10 a.m. 

Presentation for Parents on Helping Students 

with Aggressive Behavior.  This is the corrected 

date for the P.A.C. meeting.  

 

Monday, February 18, 2019 

Observance of President’s Day – No School 

 
Tuesday, February 19, 2019 

Six Flags Read to Succeed form due to Mrs. 

Bell in the Library. 
 

Thursday, February 21, 2019 

LSC Meeting at 5:30 p.m. in the Library. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Attendance Counts 

Our attendance goal for this year is to have at 

least 96% or more students in attendance every 

month.    For the month of January, we had 88% 

of our students in attendance and we hope to 

bring our attendance rate up during the month 

of February. Our attendance goal for February is 

to have 100% of our students in attendance for 

the month of February.  Parents we really need 

your help in making sure your child comes to 

school on time each day.  Half day absences also 

affect the attendance rate and the daily 

instruction.  Congratulations to Rm. 112 for 

having one of the highest attendance rates for 

the week of Jan. 14th.  Our 5th Grade students 

have won a free trip to the Sky Deck which 

will be sponsored by our Network 12 

administrators.   

 

CPS Parent Volunteer Program 

Parents we need your help in signing up to 

volunteer for school events and/or field trips.  

Our teachers are trying to plan field trips and 

they are in need of parent chaperones. All 

parent chaperones must be approved by the 

department of Safety and Security before 

chaperoning on a field trip.  If you are interested 

in being a volunteer, please sign up using the 

following cps website:  cpsvolunteers.org.  

Parents may not show up on the day of the field 

to chaperone if they have not been approved by 

CPS, the teacher, and administration. 

 

Report Cards/20th Week Retention Notices 

2nd Quarter Report Cards will be sent home on 

Tuesday, February 12th.  Please schedule 

conferences with your child’s teacher to discuss 

your child’s progress.  Teachers will confirm all 

conference appointments with parents.  Any 

student who has received a failing grade for the 

1st Semester in Reading or Math is at risk of 

failing the grade.  A certified letter informing 

you of your child’s progress will be mailed to 

your home.  Parents and teachers will work 

together to develop and implement intervention 

strategies to help improve student achievement.   

 

Black History Month  

For Black History Month, our students will be 

learning about a variety of African American 

Pioneers who have made contributions to our 

society.  Some of the topics our students will 

cover are as follows:  Political Leaders, Fine 

Arts: Dance, Entertainment, Artists, Poetry, 

Military, Athletes, and Inventors.  Each grade 

level team has selected pioneers who were the 

first to discover, invent, and/or accomplish goals 

that were important contributions to our history.  

We will have a Black History Bowl to showcase 

what they have learned in March.  We are also 

planning some other Black History events for 

this month in which all parents are welcome to 

come and celebrate Black History Month with 

our staff and students.  We will send home 

additional information highlighting our events 

for the next two months. 

 

Student Recognitions 

I would like to Congratulate our Science Fair 

representatives who presented at the Regional 

Science Fair in January. The following students 

participated in the Regional Science Fair and 

presented on the following topics:   

Juanita Jones “Male vs. Female Lung Capacity”                     

and Jeremy Roland – “Potatotricity”. Both 

students received an honorable mention award 

for participating in the event.  

 

Student Council 

Our student council members have selected 

their fundraising events for the remainder of the 

school year.  They will sponsor various events to 

help raise money to support our end of the year 

celebrations. Please join us in supporting our 

Student Council fundraisers!  Their first event 

will take place this week in which students will 

pay a total of $1.00 to send Candy Grams to 

friends for Valentine’s Day.  All money will be 

collected on Tuesday of this week. 

 



 

Parent Advisory Council (P.A.C.) 

Our next Parent Advisory Council meeting will 

be held on Friday, February 15th at 9:10 a.m. in 

Rm. 204 of the modular building.  There was an 

error on the calendar and we will only have one 

meeting this month. Parents will engage in 

practicing age appropriate techniques in 

order to increase positive behavior, handle and 

reduce negative aggression, and work with 

young children who are challenging 

and/or disruptive while at home or at school. 

 

Medical Compliance 

Parents we still have 33 students who are not in 

medical compliance.  We will be sending home 

reminder notices this week detailing what our 

students need to be in compliance.  Students 

who are not in medical compliance are not 

eligible to participate in extended day programs, 

athletic teams, drumline, choir, after school 

events, or attend field trips. Parents it is very 

important that our students are in compliance so 

that we know your child is able to participate in 

all activities and we are aware of any medical 

concerns that may have to be addressed while 

they are on school grounds. 

 

Pirie Has Heart! 

During the week of February 11th – February 

22nd, our students will participate in Jump Rope 

and Hoops for Heart.  Students will learn about 

cardiovascular disease and take the important 

steps of a lifelong journey towards heart 

healthiness. Students may bring in donations 

during the above dates.  The activities will be 

coordinated by Mr. Vetter in the Gymnasium.  

Last year we raised $500.00 and we are looking 

to increase our support this year with 

everyone’s contributions.  Thank you for 

supporting the American Heart Association!   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“Change will not come if we wait for 

some other person or some other time.  

We are the ones we’ve been waiting for.  

We are the change that we seek.” 

Barack Obama 


